‘Britain’s Principal Charities Deliver Message of Solidarity and Understanding’

Partners for Peace and Development in Palestine

non faith communities filled the

Conference centre at the British Library on Thursday

evening 16th December 2004 to attend the Interpal ini-

tiative - ‘Partners for Peace and Development in Palestine’.

The initiative whose audience included academics, humani-
tarian practitioners, politicians & Middle

undreds of delegates from the Muslim, Christian,
Jewish and

human rights. The panel challenged the notion of a natural
connection between Islamic and Arab charitable work with
terrorism. It further challenged the myths believed by many in
the Islamic world that international Western based charities
are by their nature complicit in a conspiracy to infiltrate and
undermine the well being of Islamic communities. Panellists

argued that such perceptions can only

East specialists from a wide range of cul-
tural, religious and political backgrounds,
presented an equally diverse panel of
important speakers from Britain’s major
charities.

Key speakers included representatives
from Oxfam. Christian Aid; Muslim Aid;
Médecins Sans Frontieres; Interpal; Bond;
The British Shalom Salaam Trust; Friends
of Charities Association (Washington);
Stop The Occupation (Netherlands) along
with British Politicians and Muslim com-
munity leaders who spoke with one voice
of the need for solidarity, collaboration and
understanding. The Forum, entitled
‘Partners for Peace and Development in
Palestine’ and intended as an overture to
a much larger conference planned for the
end of the spring of 2005, witnessed impassioned presenta-
tions describing the harsh conditions and difficulties deliver-
ing relief aid in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. The
forum was launched as a part of the 10th Anniversary cele-
brations of British charity - Interpal and highlighted the need
for collaboration between humanitarian agencies and NGO’s
regardless of faith or cultural difference.

Speakers from the panel noted the negative implications
made by the climate of fear and the ‘war on terror’ on the allo-
cation and delivery of humanitarian relief and development
aid. Speakers commented on the dangerous unwarranted
and politically motivated demonisation of charities working in
Muslim populated regions and the systematic erosion of
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Ilbrahim Hewitt- Chairman ,
with Ethna Lewis
Home Office Minister

add to the causes of division and extrem-
ism and cannot be regarded as a step
toward combating the terrorist phenome-
non or importantly the causes of world
poverty and deprivation.

Richard Burden MP - Chair of the British
Palestine All Party Parliamentary Group,
closed the forum presentation by congrat-
ulating Interpal:

“Congratulations to Interpal on its 10th
Anniversary. Those of us who work in the
parliamentary and government spheres
must redouble our efforts to ensure that
we promote the political progress that will
enable the humanitarian efforts of Interpal
and other development NGOs to be more
effective still.”

Many of the forum delegates Ilater
attended Interpal’s 10th Anniversary Dinner held in the grand
Kings Library Section within the architecturally celebrated
British Library building. Over 300 invitees joined Interpal in its
celebrations and listened to further presentations by digni-
taries, politicians, community leaders and humanitarian
activists including HE Afif Safieh Palestinian General
Delegate to the UK; HE Ambassador Mr Ali Muhsen Hamid -
President The League of Arab States; Rajab Chamlack -
Chair Association of the Palestinian Community (APC); John
Austin MP; Richard Burden MP; Igbal Sacrani - Secretary
General Muslim Council of Britain (MBC) and Greta
Duisenberg, founder - ‘Stop The Occupation’ (Netherlands). m
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